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Objective
Computer-basedpresentationsgainpopularityin meetingsandfairs.A certainproductfrom a Redmont,
WA basedcompany hasa hugemarketshare,which is not goodfor thesereasons:

• Thesaidproductis neitherfreenor Free

• Thesaidproductis not portableto otherplatformsbut M$ Windows

dbslideoffersa simplealternative,whichmaybesufficient for many but themostsophisticated
presentations.
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Key features of dbslide

Features

• dbslideis a SGML applicationusingtheDocBookDTD

• dbslideis implementedasdriverfiles for NormanWalsh’s modularDocBookstylesheetsplussome
helperfiles

• Theappearancecanbecustomizedin all outputformats

Applications

• Computerpresentations

• Overheadpresentations

• Slidepresentations
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Components of dbslide

dbslide.dsl

A driverfile for theHTML outputof themodularDocBookstylesheets.It implementsexperimental
JavaScript/JScriptcodeto assistthekeyboard-andmouse-basednavigationin thepresentation.

dbslideovh.dsl

A driverfile for theprint outputof themodularDocBookstylesheets.It implementslargefontsfor
theoutputof conventionaloverheadsheets.

dbslidehdout.dsl

A driverfile for theprint output.Usedfor thehandoutsandthespeaker’scopy

fixdbslide

A helpershellscriptto fix theJavaScript/JScriptcodegeneratedby (Open)Jade

dbslide.css

A cascadingstylesheetwhich implementslargefontsfor projectionpurposes.
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Output formats
dbslideusesthreeDSSSLstylesheetsto generatethedifferentoutputformatsfrom theSGML source.

output stylesheet

screenpresentation dbslide.dsl

overheads/slides dbslideovh.dsl

handout dbslidehdout.dsl

speaker’scopy dbslidehdout.dsl
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The dbslide screen presentation I

Keyboard

Compatibility:MSIE, Netscape(not Unix)

Return, space, n (asin next)

Moveson to thenext slide

Backspace (only Netscape),p (asin previous), b (asin back)

Movesbackto thepreviousslide

h (asin home)

Goesbackto thestartpage.
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The dbslide screen presentation II

Mouse

Compatibility:MSIE, Netscape

Left click >= 200pixel from theleft margin

Moveson to thenext slide

Left click < 200pixel from theleft margin

Movesbackto thepreviousslide

Left click andAlt key

Goesbackto thestartpage
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Why does dbslide use DocBook?

1. DocBookis anacknowledgedindustrystandardfor technicaldocumentations.

2. DocBookis platform-independent.Therefore

• Createthepresentationwith any text editor

• Show thepresentationon any platformwith abrowser

• Makehotfixesto yourpresentationminutesbeforeyou start- on any platform,with any editor

3. Useall thosenifty SGML tricks to processyourdocument:

• Usethedbslidestylesheetsfor thepresentationandfor slides/overheads

• UsetheDocBookprint stylesheetsfor thehandouts

• Usemarkedsectionsfor thepresenterscomments
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Limitations
dbslideis a quickhack,soit hasits veryown limitations:

• TheCSSis not fully implemented,somany elementsaredisplayedusingdefault settings.

• TheDSSSLfilesarekludgy, e.g.they lacksimpleuser-customization.

dbslidepresentationsarealsolimited by browsercapabilities:

• JavaScriptnavigationis somewhatunreliableonNetscape("pressandpray")

• JavaScriptkeyboardnavigationfails in Netscapeon Unix
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Document processing

Unix/Linux

• Getor compileJade(http://www.jclark.com/jade)/OpenJade
(http://sourceforge.net/projects/openjade/)

• UseEmacs(http://www.gnu.org)andPSGML(ftp://ftp.lysator.liu.se/pub/sgml/psgml-1.2.1.tar.gz) to
edit thedocuments

Win32

A completesuiteof freeSGML toolsfor Win32 is describedat SGML for WindowsNT
(http://ourworld.compuserve.com/homepages/hoenicka_markus/ntsgml.html)
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Summary

• dbslideis a packageto createcomputerpresentationsor slides/overheads

• dbslideis basedon DocBook

• dbslideis fully customizable

• dbslidepresentationscanbewrittenandrun on any platformwith a text editorandawebbrowser

• dbslideis free(asin freebeerandin Freespeech)
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